
A BRIEF HISTORY OF THE (WSSGL) SOUTH SHORE CHAMPIONSHIP, 


TWO BALL CHAMPIONSHIP, FOUR BALL CHAMPIONSHIP


Our current tournament, the South Shore Four Ball Championship, was an event originally titled “The 
South Shore Championship”.


League written records begin in 1948 but the Championship has most certainly been played since our 
beginning in 1926. By 1948, the Championship was a showcase of the best of the best on the South 
Shore.  The Tournament, played at Cohasset over five days, crowned its champion on the final day. 
Players qualified gross on day one and were then seeded into match play flights of 16. Matches began on 
Tuesday with the winners moving on to Wednesday play, the losers to Consolation flights. These matches 
were hotly contested by the likes of “Boss” Edith Baker, Liz Crafts and Cris Eaton to name a few. Roger 
Barry and Ron Hobson, writers for the local newspaper, The Patriot Ledger, followed and reported on the 
matches daily.


Records show, year after year, sisters Nancy Black and Priscilla Bailey competed against each other or 
against Dolly Sullivan, all were well-known and respected players in the state. So competitive were the 
matches that “Stymies” were often used during play. At the time, players did not mark their balls on the 
green and a player was “stymied” when her opponent’s ball lay between hers and the hole.  Players 
often played their balls into such a position as to cause an opponent to be stymied.


By 1959 Cohasset was unable to host the event for all 5 days so the tournament was cut to 4 days and 
rotated between Cohasset and Marshfield with each hosting 2 days.  In 1960 it was cut again to 3 days 
and in 1974 it was cut to 2 days as it is played today.


Over the next few years, it changed back to 4 days, down to 3 and then to 2 days, qualifying rounds and 
consolation flights were eliminated, brought back, and eliminated again.


In 1971 the League secured Duxbury’s newly expand course but could only get two days. The format was 
then changed from flights of match play to flights of medal (stroke) play. The next year it reverted to 3 
days of match play and the following year back to four days of match play.


By 1974 and continuing thru 1989 the League settled on two days of medal (stroke) play rotating the 
Tournament throughout the league’s clubs. In 1977 Nancy Black donated a silver Net Trophy to be 
awarded to the Low Net play; previously only the Low Gross player received the Trophy.


In 1990, the Championship was renamed the Two Ball Championship, a Low Net partner event, similar to 
what we play today.  It is not until 2000 that the Gross Trophy was revived and awarded to the Low Gross 
partners.  In 2005 the Two Ball Championship was renamed the Four Ball Tournament to reflect the 
actual format played. Players are flighted by handicaps with restrictions by class (ABCD).  Partners 
compete within their flights for a better ball score both gross and net.  The Low Gross and Low Net 
teams have their names engraved on the perpetual trophies and low gross & low net chits are awarded 
in each flight.


Throughout our history, this event, even in the heyday of its excitement, struggled to get participants.  
Between 1948 and 1960 it averaged 50 players or so but that did not change its significance. Even with 
all the League’s efforts to encourage play we still struggle to get participation.  This is your League; this is 
your Championship -we need your help to continue to provide these events.  


